Botes for Everything - The’ Settlement 1/16/74 
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leuterday was* the, set in advance for recording the settlement in court and 

getting the judge's approval. It was also the occasion for the government seeking still 
another pound of flesh. 

They extorted at least an ixamediate cl 00 and perliaps tax on 11 ,500, depending on 
whether we collect any more of the money owed us this year. 

This is how. 

i'irst they took a little out on our lawyer. He cut his ; fee in half because he knew 
that unless he did I would not accept the government's counterproposal. The difference 
was so sraall that there was tan no need to insist on cutting the amount for which I said 
I'd settle, it was much less than tile cost of their going to trial. 

I accepted the final settlement on the single stipulation that it be tax free, 
otherwise it is not a net figure, '^his was agreed to. It was also agreed to that it 
would be arranged tliat nil's presence not be required because it would mean piling vn.r k 
on her tliat she would have to do nights, on her own time and instead of sleep. 



hot until we got into court did we learn tliat with all the time between the agreement 
and its recording did we learn tliat the U.S. Attorney 1 s office had not checked with IRS, 
Because he had not gotten word on this our lawyer h&a prepared a separate letter recording 
the fact, to be signed by the assistant U.S.Attoraey, v erbert Better, as he had agreed. 

When it came to this point in recording the settlement, the judge said that the 
side conditions did not require his approval ana the question waB did -*ewant it on the 
record, ^fetter then s;dd, blandly, as though he had been caught fey surprise, that he had 
no authority "to con it IKS." 



The judge called a conference at the ebneh. I did not go up. u e invited asm and I 
went, fitter merely repeated wiiat he had said. The judge then said that because an 
appreciable part of the claim was for damage to our business and the flock and because 
there was no doubt that there had been tills damage, ho could not on the record agree to 
allocating an none of it to tliat. This I could underat. nd. The judge also understood 
the reason for having it all allocated so there would bo no tax. He suggested, that it 



would be to our interest to have the terms recorded ana he would accept any reasonable 
sum for che damage to the cMLokens instead of to us. 1 explained that all of what we got 
we would apply to our debt and it we had t o. pay tax, wo would not have the money with 
which to pay the tax and would have to goxnto debt to pay it. (All I said. ) 



We went back on the record and Havrey elected to allocate fefar rfpay n nominal * 1,500 
which equals lias deductable fee to this. The judge an: Better accepted it and it was all 
over, xeept for a few comments from the judge that tills had been & long and difficult- 
case and that Havrey had been quite kind to take about half the normal fee, m»kj , n g the 
settlement actually for more than bl 5,000. 



As we left the courtroom Havrey asked how long it would take to get the chebk. 
Better said six weeks or more. Horwey asked if there wore anything he coula do to speed 
it up because each day cost me money in interest ana there was reassurance on the speen 
of the norm and nothing else. 



It then turned out tliat ■ y il'a personal signature would be required, that ^fitter had 
known this uli along and had done nothing. Hot because I had not anticipated it and asked 
that in advance a paper be sent for her signature. The paper has been prepared. tt e merely 
load not send it. Ha said I could get it aha mail it to Harvey who could mail it to him, 

1 ask tliat he give me an addressed envelope so x coula mail it to him directly and save 
a coupio of day. I sailed it at 4 p.a. 



It then turned out that a separate release would be required, Harvey asked that it 
be dona immediately. Bettor had other things to do. I'll do it than, a arv»y offered. I'll 







have plenty oi time before' the checks j^et here, -better replied.. 

What this will nean is that not until after he has the checks will better want 

releases signed, which Beans that there will be more delaye tamrinrit they also will recmire 
our signatures, ' 4 

This could all be done in advance and be on hand or could be filed subject to the 
receipt of chocks, 

I asked Better to have the check made out to n arvcy , to save time. That he could 
deposit it, take his fee arm mail us a check for the rest. n e said that instead two 
checks would be issued. Our record thus will show only *1 3,000 and we will have no 
record of paying lawyer's fees. Which are deductible. 

However, while I didn t expect this kind of petty air tineas, I did anticipate the 
n^ed not to trust and the actual conditions of the settlement arc amply recorded in my 
correspondence, together with my refusal to accept anything less or any other terns 
A he court transcript, which the IKS can in the future check if it hJL/auLti^' will 
show tnat this was the agreement and that it had the government's agreement, that there 
09 no tax on what we finally receive. ^ tner * 

How long they stall that only the end will toll. I suppose that if there is no 
intrusion, it mix be the normal time, which better said is upwards of six weeks In 
interest as of the last payment this is close to &150. 

A S we walk* over the court from his office Harvey said the Anderson trial was 
going on and .that he would like to nit in on it. i'nis is the outgrowth of the 
case, actually where it oegan, where the Kixons went after the beaocrata in the countv 
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said that if aaytoue really wanted to ana if anytlii,^ could do it, I had it. He eaked h»t 
^ in general Um. I told bin. * but aid react S 

“f l 1 «»* -V <tajra of sivin^thingu away «r» over. He z u h. c«kd 

underatond that and agreed vtith it. He ia a Iiapublican. ^ haa talked like he if 

has ^2 ** ^ bUSineBB 811106 1 firSt ^ «*? of lawyers 

taken"^* If mos.^p^Lfto ^ f T ^ ** 

that he could not find 1 When l l T ^ Xt *? 130 • DaVls ^ listed to Cvsy 

•* “ - z:t ZTl £ ££££ “ 

had happened wiienthe JjSjj 2d Army had coiae to our ■» iqav ^ a ; ^igoa in ay 1962, what 
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it is certain that some aunerior VmH Mn -i + m j. , 

chief of A^y claim, It. Hoiablrd, uhich also'hou^ Colon * 1 iW « r ' 
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There seen. to be no lixit to ho, dirty these peopie can be. and »,re. 




